
April 19, 2017      
 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Attention: Chris Reykdal, Superintendent 
Old Capitol Building 
PO Box 47200 
600 Washington St., S.E. 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 
 
VIA REGULAR and ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Additional Names 
Originally submitted:  February 15, 2017  
 
Dear Superintendent Reykdal:  
 
Congratulations on your election to the Superintendent office and we look forward to working 
with you!  We are commenting as a group on the proposed Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
Consolidation Plan recommendations, dated November 7, 2016, with our concerns.  While we 
appreciate the previous information sessions and webinar opportunities, there is profound 
concern with further locking Washington State into the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
and the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA).  
 
For this initial expanded public comment period, we respectfully request the following two 
general revisions from the current 52-page Recommendations document: 
http://www.k12.wa.us/ESEA/ESSA/pubdocs/ESSARecommendationsApprovedStateSuptDorn.pdf 

 

 LT1 (page 6) currently maintains the CCSS in Washington State for both ELA and Math.  We 
are requesting that the Superintendent immediately convene a workgroup to reexamine 
the efficacy and appropriateness of maintaining these learning standards, and make 
necessary changes.  Our rationale is as follows: 
 

o The Kindergarten-3rd grade standards were stated to be developmentally 
inappropriate in a statement signed by more than 500 early childhood professionals.  
The “Joint Statement of Early Childhood Health and Education Professionals on the 
Common Core State Standards Initiative” was signed by educators, pediatricians, 
developmental psychologists, and researchers including many of the most 
prominent members of those fields.  This has been especially noted with the 
backwards mapping of the Mathematics standards, in which the abstract reasoning 
does not serve children well in grades Kindergarten-3rd grade. 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/01/29/a-tough-
critique-of-common-core-on-early-childhood-education/ 
 
http://www.edweek.org/media/joint_statement_on_core_standards.pdf 

http://www.k12.wa.us/ESEA/ESSA/pubdocs/ESSARecommendationsApprovedStateSuptDorn.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/01/29/a-tough-critique-of-common-core-on-early-childhood-education/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/01/29/a-tough-critique-of-common-core-on-early-childhood-education/


 
o The English Language Arts (ELA) standards use confusing language and are largely 

content free (known as “an empty skill set” by Sandra Stotsky and as “empty 
standards” by E.D. Hirsch).  They are not organized in a logical way as the reading 
standards do not require students to read models of what they were being asked to 
compose.  The standards are difficult to follow especially by treating literary 
elements inconsistently, and do not address or require cursive writing. 
 
http://pioneerinstitute.org/blog/more-than-one-fatal-flaw-in-common-cores-ela-
standards-by-sandra-stotsky/ 
 

o The Mathematics standards are deficient in several ways as noted by leading 
content experts.  The backwards mapping of the Mathematics standards appear to 
be inappropriate at the youngest of levels, and have been said to put students two 
years behind their international peers by the time they reach the 8th grade.  James 
Milgram and Ze’ev Wurman have noted that there is no evidence that the 
Mathematics standards were internationally benchmarked and some important 
topics are insufficiently covered.  There is ultimately no pathway towards 
completing Calculus I in high school which is critical for students ultimately pursuing 
STEM careers.  Jason Zimba, who was one of the lead developers during the CCSSI, 
once admitted that the standards themselves were designed more for students 
going to community colleges, and not necessarily the selective colleges that students 
may have aspirations to attend. 

 
Milgram, J.  (2011, April 17) James Milgram on the new Core Curriculum standards in 
math:   
 
https://stopcommoncorewa.wordpress.com/common-core-state 
standards/common-core-state-standards-content/ 
 
http://pioneerinstitute.org/news/lowering-the-bar-how-common-core-math-fails-
to-prepare-students-for-stem/ 

 

 SAS1-9 (pages 8-12) Districts should be provided with the option to utilize a paper and 
pencil assessment tool, such as the Iowa Test for Basic Skills (ITBS).  We also request the 
Superintendent to seriously examine Washington State’s removal from the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and to develop a test for basic skills to better meet 
the needs of Washington State students; thereby attaining true and proven diagnostic 
value.  Our rationale is as follows: 
 

o There is no proof that the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA) is either fair, or valid, 
or reliable as defined in the SBAC Cooperative Agreement.  Peer review alone is 
insufficient to determine that the SBA serves our students well. 

http://pioneerinstitute.org/blog/more-than-one-fatal-flaw-in-common-cores-ela-standards-by-sandra-stotsky/
http://pioneerinstitute.org/blog/more-than-one-fatal-flaw-in-common-cores-ela-standards-by-sandra-stotsky/
https://stopcommoncorewa.wordpress.com/common-core-state%20standards/common-core-state-standards-content/
https://stopcommoncorewa.wordpress.com/common-core-state%20standards/common-core-state-standards-content/
http://pioneerinstitute.org/news/lowering-the-bar-how-common-core-math-fails-to-prepare-students-for-stem/
http://pioneerinstitute.org/news/lowering-the-bar-how-common-core-math-fails-to-prepare-students-for-stem/


o One of the major disadvantages of computerized testing is construct-irrelevance 
variance, or the testing of irrelevant constructs such as computer literacy.  In these 
first few years, the SBA will only gauge the student ability to use the technology.  It 
will be several years before results will reflect what the assessment intends and that 
will only happen when students have frequent access and experience with the 
computer adaptive assessment interface.  There is no evidence for increased 
academic proficiency with the usage of more technology in the classroom setting. 

o High achieving students benefit more from the computer-tests in terms of 
performance than low achieving students.  This does not sound like an effective way 
to close the achievement gap. 

 
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/sbac-cooperative-
agreement.pdf 
 
https://eduresearcher.com/2016/03/16/sbac-moratorium/ 

 
https://stopcommoncorewa.wordpress.com/2015/03/22/the-common-core-state-
standards-what-are-they-and-why-should-i-care-3/ 

 
o From the 2016 Washington Education Association survey (see separately attached 

file, via email) of teacher respondents who administered the SBA: 
 72% did not find much usefulness of the 2015 SBA scores for their 

instructional practices. (Slide 7)  
 68% believe the SBA has a disruptive impact on their school day. (Slide 11) 
 87% reported students experiencing technical issues. (Slide 18) 
 68% believe their students to have a below average level overall of 

keyboarding proficiency. (Slide 19) 
 55% reported that SBA student instructions were very unclear or somewhat 

unclear. (Slide 21) 
 

We have many other comments to make but offer these initial recommendations and look 
forward to constructive conversations and new ideas from your new administration.  We await 
your assessment of all ‘first round’ comments received and then having the opportunity for an 
additional public comment period.  We appreciate your intent on waiting to submit the final 
version of the ESSA Consolidated Plan until September 2017.   Please feel free to contact us to 
discuss any items or for any clarifications needed on our positions.   
 
 
Sincerely,    
 
WASHINGTON STATE ‘COALITION’ OF CONCERNED CITIZENS ON ESSA IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Signers as follows: 
 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/sbac-cooperative-agreement.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/sbac-cooperative-agreement.pdf
https://stopcommoncorewa.wordpress.com/2015/03/22/the-common-core-state-standards-what-are-they-and-why-should-i-care-3/
https://stopcommoncorewa.wordpress.com/2015/03/22/the-common-core-state-standards-what-are-they-and-why-should-i-care-3/


 
Washington State Parents Involved in Education 
www.wapie.wordpress.com 
Administrators: Michael Leuzzi (Puyallup), Karen Larsen (Auburn), Wendee Hewitt                  
(Port Orchard), Misty Wilen (Olympia) 
 
Washington State Against Common Core 
Administrators: Breann Treffry (Spokane), Angela Gee (DuPont), Karen Larsen (Auburn), Leah 
Huck (Seattle), *Mindy Stewart (East Valley) 
 
Other Parent/ Citizen signers: Leslie Lightfoot (Clarkston), Jason Call (Marysville), Heidi 
Schauble (Woodinville), Stephanie Pratt (Olympia), Paige Watson (Kirkland), Rachel Workhoven 
(Tacoma), Dyana Stevens (Kirkland), Juan Rodriguez (Yakima), Heather Phillips (Lynden),      
Elaine Appel (Spokane Valley), Marilin Myers (Yakima), Tracy Mortimore (Bonney Lake), 
Amanda Jacobson (Kirkland), AJ Emmitt (Lake Tapps), Jaime Ladner (Mukilteo), Rachel Polz 
(Elma), Michele Duppenthaler (Renton), Lena Heiner (Kirkland), Anthony Jacobsen (Enumclaw), 
Shannon Rhea-Cardinale (Bellingham), Eric Broussard (Bellingham), Brian Achenbaugh           
(East Valley), Tonya Perez (Spokane), Stephanie Szanyislow (Spokane Valley), Lisa Pennington 
(Longview), Tommy Scherl (Chinook), Debbie Denny-Klinger (retired teacher, Naselle),          
Susie Paxhia (University Place), Kathleen Estabrook (Mill Creek), Mike Libera (Port Angeles), 
Ramona Pittsenbarger (Woodinville), Marlo DeRosia (Puyallup), Doug Kilishek (Mukilteo),     
Kellie Cooper (Lynnwood), Linda Parks (Woolley), Karee Kelly (WA), Marcus Kelly (WA), Juanita 
Carstens (Enumclaw), Leah Glasenapp (Zillah), Lacy Moyer (Walla Walla), Julie Vale (Redmond), 
Jeffrey Snyder (Olympia), Christy Bernabe (Bonney Lake) , Christine Goodrum (WA),           
Melissa McCollom (Puyallup), Jana Robison (Sultan), Monique Colbern (Tacoma), Raschelle 
Holland (Spokane), Rep. Morgan Irwin (R-31st,Enumclaw) 
 
*Megan Hahn (Battle Ground), *Doddie Dunbar (Vancouver), *Susan Frickel (Tacoma), *Amy 
Birk (Bonney Lake), *Charla Malmberg (Buckley), *Juli Townsend (Spokane), *Nancy E. Johnsen 
(Renton), *Sonya Ford (Tumwater), *Leonard Barret (Puyallup),  *Sheree Justice (Eatonville), 
*Terry Olson (Spokane), *Laura Lucas (Spokane), *Debra Fisher (Vancouver), *Patrick Campion 
(Spanaway), *Diana Rudy (Bonney Lake), *Jessica Acord (Puyallup), *Sonia Siliaga (Olympia), 
*Stephanie Cole (Waitsburg), *Carol Foley (Dayton), *Kathryn Snyder (Dayton), *Carolyn  
Thompson (Washtucna), *Anndria Anderson (Dayton), *Kyla Winger (Waitsburg), *Ken Morse 
(Olympia), *Rosemary Morgan (Kalama), *Tim Benn (Spokane), *Marty McClendon (Gig Harbor- 
former candidate for Lieutenant Governor), *Marc Perez (Puyallup), *Annie Henson (Spokane) 
 
*additional names gathered on the letter after 2/15/17 
 
Opt Out Washington  
www.optoutwashington.org 
Administrators: David Spring (North Bend), Elizabeth Hanson (Shoreline), Susan Bella (Kirkland) 
Parent members: *Demian Godon (Seattle), *Shawna Murphy (Seattle),  
 

http://www.wapie.wordpress.com/
http://www.optoutwashington.org/


 
Tri-Cities (WA) Citizens Against Common Core 
Administrator: Sarah Jo Kirkelie (Kennewick) Parent members: Christie Deneen (Kennewick), 
Robert Deneen (Kennewick), Taun Howard (Kennewick), *Aimee Lork (Kennewick),  
 
Southwest Washington Education 
www.swweducation.org 
Dick Rylander (Battle Ground) 
 
Parents Across America-Seattle; ‘Seattle Education 2010’ 
https://seattleducation2010.wordpress.com/about/ 
President: Dora Taylor (Seattle), Editor: Carolyn Leith (Seattle) 
 
Women of Washington (King County) 
http://womenofwa.com/ 
Nancy Johnson, Ann Streit 
 
 
End of List 
 
cc (via email):  Michaela Miller, Deputy Superintendent 

Kathe Taylor, Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Teaching 
Deb Came, Assistant Superintendent for Assessment and Student Information 
Dave Mastin, Governmental Relations 
Nathan Olson, Communications 
All members of the Washington State Legislature 
Washington Education Association Leadership 

  Washington State Parent Teacher Association Executive Board 
              Washington State Board of Education (*added after February 15th) 

http://www.swweducation.org/
https://seattleducation2010.wordpress.com/about/
http://womenofwa.com/

